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Beach Sessions is funded in part by the Queens Arts Fund with public funds from NYC DCA GNYADF and NYSCA DEC Community Arts; Partner-
ship for Parks Capacity Fund Grant, made possible by the City Parks Foundation thanks to the Park Equity Initiative of the New York City Council 
under the leadership of speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito; Black & White Project Space; Rockaway Artists Alliance; Surfrider Foundation; NYC Parks 

Department’ Rockaway Brewing + Company; Offseason Rockaway; Rockaway Retreat House.

www.beachsessionsdanceseries.com
IG: @beachsessions_rockaway

F: @beachsessionsrockawaybeach

For more information contact Sasha Okshteyn, sokshteyn@gmail.com 
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Beach Sessions is a pioneering performance series supporting the presentation of site-responsive work by New York-based 
choreographers in Rockaway Beach, Queens. The series also provides environmental programs to inspire an ethic of care for our beaches.

Our mission is to support creativity in the Rockaways, facilitate public engagement with free arts on the peninsula, and inspire 
sustained investment in the natural beauty of the Rockaway shoreline. Beach Sessions is meant to show that dance has 

remarkable range of possibilities!

RASHUAN MICHELL + SILAS RIENER
HORIZON EVENT NO. 4 (2016)

Choreography: Rashaun Mitchell + Silas Riener
Performers: David Botana, Cori Kresge, Rashaun Mitchell, Silas Riener

Costumes: Julia Donaldson

Horizon Event No. 4 is a seance to the elements set against the backdrop of 
Rockaway Beach. A series of excerpted dances culled from previous 
choreographies will be reimagined and intertwined with new material. 

We look back to move forward. 

Photography by Alex John Beck for Beach Sessions Dance Series
Location: Jacob Riis Beach, Rockaway Beach

NETTA YERUSHALMY
PARAMODERNITIES #3 Black Modernism (2016)

Choreography: Netta Yerushalmy
Dancers: Jesse Zaritt, Shamar Watt, Netta Yerushalmy

As part of a larger project that uses iconic choreographies in order to activate 
thought around larger issues within Modernist discourses, Yerushalmy presents 

an excerpt (re-configured for Beach Sessions) from PARAMODERNITIES #3 
Black Modernism, a collaboration with scholar Tommy DeFrantz and dancers 
Jesse Zaritt and Shamar Watt, which considers and de/re-creates Alvin Ailey’s 

iconic work from 1960 Revelations. 

Photography by Josh Goldsmith for Beach Sessions Dance Series
Location: Edgemere Farm, Far Rockaway

LAURIE BERG
The Minerology of Objects (2015) 

Created by Laurie Berg in collaboration with 
Jodi Bender, Bessie McDonough-Thayer and Jillian Sweeney

Original Sound by Karl Scholz

Translating Variétés de Minéralogie Object (1939), a shadow box by artist 
Joseph Cornell, into a collective, kinetic exercise, The Mineralogy of Objects 

finds inspiration in Cornell’s repetition and transformation of a female silhouette. 
Berg works with her collection of objects and props, and the driving, visceral 
effects of a baseline beat, to create a space that is both highly structured and 

simultaneously fantastical. 

Photography by David Brandon Geeting for Beach Sessions Dance Series
Location: 59th Street Marina, Far Rockaway

BOOMERANG 
Repercussion (2016)

Choreographer: Kora Radella
Movement Invention: Matty Davis and Kora Radella 

with further creative input from Adrian Galvin and Greg Saunier
Dancers: Matty Davis and Adrian Galvin

Drummer: Greg Saunier; Singer: Adrian Galvin 
Text for song: Lewis Hyde; Dramaturgy: Will Arbery; Costumes: threeASFOUR

BOOMERANG brings Repercussion, a percussively visceral and psychologically 
dynamic work that explores “active forgetting” based on new writing by 

MacArthur Fellow and cultural critic Lewis Hyde. Repercussion was made 
in collaboration with Greg Saunier, drummer and founding member of the 

internationally-acclaimed band Deerhoof, and the costumes were created by 
threeASFOUR. 

Photography by Bryan Derballa
Location: Beach 94th Street, Rockaway Beach







BOOMERANG is a daringly physical, poetically -nuanced dance and performance project created in 2012 by 

co- artistic directors Matty Davis and Kora Radella with founding member Adrian Galvin. Recognizing the body 

as an evolving repository for both physical and psychological life, BOOMERANG sifts through and siphons 

from the rich, eclectic histories that constitute the personhoods of the people with whom they work. Using 

idiosyncratic movement invention, unpredictable phrasing, and a commitment to full-on embodied motion, 

BOOMERANG creates intense explorations of how human histories might be sensitively layered, distorted, 

and recontextualized. www.boomerangdance.com

Photography by Bryan Derballa

Location: Beach 94th Street, Rockaway Beach
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Netta Yerushalmy is a dance artist based in New York City since 2000. Her work aims to engage 

with audiences by imparting the sensation of things as they are perceived, not as they are known, 

and to challenge how meaning is attributed and constructed. www.nettay.com

Photography by Josh Goldsmith

Location: Edgemere Farm, Far Rockaway







Edgemere Farm is a half-acre urban farm located in the beachside community of Far Rockaway, Queens. In 2013 its 
founders transformed an underutilized lot on Beach 45th Street into a lush and productive space, where a wide variety 
of fresh and organically grown vegetables, flowers and herbs are now cultivated. Bees, chickens and many varieties 
of pollinators use the farm as home base as well. The farm is a self-sustaining enterprise and acts as a zero-profit 
business. All proceeds are reinvested into the farm for future projects and operation costs. www.edgemerefarm.org



Rashaun Mitchell + Silas Riener have worked 

collaboratively and separately on varied performance 

projects, often merging elements of fantasy, absurdity, 

and quiet contemplation. They have been particularly 

interested in creating dance in response to complex 

and active spatial environments. Their work takes many 

forms, from site-specific installations, improvisational 

dances, traditional proscenium pieces, to highly crafted 

immersive experiences. www.rashaunsilasdance.com

Photography by Alex John Beck

Location: Jacob Riis Beach, Rockaway Beach
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